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The Williamsburg Township Board of Trustees met on Monday, October 14, 2024 to transact business.  Mr. Jordan called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and all joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Gary Jordan, Guy Bainum and Bari 

Henning answered the roll call.  Also present were Fiscal Officer Doug Lefferson, Maintenance Supervisor/Zoning 

Administrator Brian Tatman, Emergency Services Chief Jason McCarthy, Jody Wilson, Charlie Maklem, Brian Bielfelt, 

Dylan Arnett, Jeff Morgan, Greg Morgan, and Ed Boll.  

 

Mr. Henning motioned to approve the minutes of the September 23, 2024 regular meeting.  Mr. Bainum second.  All yeas. 

 

Mr. Lefferson presented a financial report, including a comprehensive account of expenditures and receipts, an appropriation 

status report indicating year-to-date expenditures by account, and a revenue status report comparing budgeted revenue to 

actual received, and the Trustees accepted it.   

 

Mr. Bainum motioned to approve the attached bills.  Mr. Henning second.  All yeas. 

 

Mr. Jordan turned the meeting over to Fiscal Officer Lefferson.   Mr. Lefferson made the following statement: At our last 

meeting, we had comments about the content of the Township’s minutes.  The minutes are taken by the Fiscal Officer and 

approved by the Trustees.  The Trustees and Fiscal Officer were presented with a page of questions and answers from the 

Auditor of State - Ohio Township Handbook (at the last meeting).  The Trustees and Fiscal Officer said they would address 

further at the next meeting.  That is what these comments tonight are intended to do.  Chairperson Jordan and I met with our 

attorneys to review the requirements for Township minutes.  The question presented from the Handbook was “What format 

do the minutes of a township trustees’ meeting have to take to satisfy public record keeping statutes?”  Answer: “Audio or 

videotape recordings, word-for-word transcripts, even abstracts of the discussions indicating the identity of the speakers, the 

chronology and the substance of their statements, serve as legitimate means of satisfying public record-keeping status.”  

These different methods all “serve as” or can be legitimate methods but are not each required.  Audio or videotape recordings 

are not required by the State of Ohio Auditor, nor are they required by the Ohio Attorney General or the Ohio Revised Code.  

“Even abstracts”, abstracts by definition meaning a summary of the content, satisfies the requirements.  Word-for-word 

transcripts are not required.  The court case cited in the Handbook answer referred to no documented discussion on the 

reasons for a decision being made not just comments, but an item acted on by Trustees.  Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22 

referenced is titled Public meetings – exceptions.  It refers to “…. official business only in open meetings unless the subject 

matter is specifically excepted by law.”  The only reference to the content of the minutes in this section is: “The minutes need 

only reflect the general subject matter of discussions in executive sessions authorized under division (G) or (J) of this 

section.”  The remaining part of the Handbook answer states: “Furthermore, public records must contain full and accurate 

minutes including sufficient facts and information to permit the public to understand and appreciate the rationale behind the 

relevant public body’s decision.”  The key word is “decision”.  Include information to support the Trustees’ decisions.  The 

Ohio Sunshine Laws Resource Manual from the Ohio Attorney General states “Minutes do not have to be a verbatim 

transcript of the proceedings, but must include enough facts and information for the public to understand and appreciate the 

rationale behind the public body’s decisions.”  Chairman Jordan, myself, and legal counsel believe we are following these 

rules. 

 

Mr. Lefferson stated that opening of bids on Phase 2 of the Maintenance Building is scheduled for Friday, October 25 th at 

10:00 am at the Township Hall.  The architect’s cost estimate is $125,000.00.  Phase 2 includes finishing out interior office 

space and some additional work in the garage bays. 

 

Mr. Lefferson stated there is a Williamsburg Joint Economic Development District (JEDD) Board Meeting Friday, October 

18th at 10:00 am at the Williamsburg Village Hall.  At our last Township meeting, a resolution was passed indicating if the 

CIC no longer owns property in the District the Village and Township will make their board member selections. 

  

Zoning Report 

Mr. Tatman provided a report.  He reminded everyone of the Township Zoning Commission public hearing at the Emergency 

Services Building October 15th at 6:00 pm on the alternative energy resolution.  Mr. Tatman also reminded everyone of the 

Township Zoning Commission public hearing for the zone change request from the CIC (Clermont County Community 

Improvement Corporation) October 17th at 7:00 pm at the Township Hall.  He indicated he had been training on the new 

zoning software for code enforcement and that hopefully it would be live next week.  Mr. Tatman indicated that then he 

would start on the zoning certificate software and hopefully by the end of the month it would be up and running. 
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Cemetery and Maintenance Report 

Mr. Tatman provided a report.  He said the cemetery parking lot around the new building and the gravel roads have been 

blacktopped and everything looks good.  Mr. Tatman indicated over time we will backfill the edge of blacktop and plant 

grass seed.  He said the heater has been moved from the old office to the maintenance building.  It will need to be hooked up 

and ready before Duke installs the meter.  Bids went out for Phase 2 of the Maintenance Building as discussed earlier.  Mr. 

Tatman indicated that about half the new graves have been seeded and strawed.  He was hopeful the other half would be done 

over the next couple weeks.  Mr. Tatman spoke with the cemetery software company today with the goal of migrating over to 

a cloud-based software by year end.  The software company copied all the information and will get cost information out next 

week.  Mr. Bainum said residents had thanked him for the patch on Musgrove Road.  Mr. Jordan brought up the topic of 

considering a second stop sign at Musgrove and Bass Roads.  He indicated there were instances where people run the current 

stop sign.  Mr. Tatman said there is a Stop Ahead sign.  There was discussion about other solutions.  Mr. Jordan suggested 

Mr. Tatman go out to look at it.  Mr. Jordan asked if Mr. Tatman had been back to check on the gravel issue on Ireton Road 

that was previously worked on.  Mr. Tatman said it was on the list to keep an eye on. 

 

Emergency Services Report 

Chief McCarthy provided a report.  There were 62 fire and 109 EMS calls for the month of September.  In regard to 

community participation, CPR training was completed for staff and bus drivers of the Williamsburg Local School District, 2 

classes, 2 hours a piece.  The Chief also indicated that team members judged a costume contest at Kids Day for the 

Williamsburg Junior Athletic Association.  Chief McCarthy sought approval to purchase kitchen appliances from Lee and 

Jack’s TV & Appliances LLC, Batavia, Ohio at cost of $7,692.00.  He provided the Trustees with the sales quote and detailed 

spec sheets for the appliances.  Chief McCarthy also sought approval to purchase 7 ballistic vests and helmets.  The 7 sets of 

the Galls Active Shooter Body Armor Kit and the United Shield ACH_MICH_LE Ballistic Helmet would be a total cost of 

$8,068.65.  He indicated there is $5,559.52 in available EMS grant money that can be utilized toward this purchase.  In 

regard to personnel, Chief McCarthy recommended we hire Danial Bainum as a part-time Firefighter/ Paramedic contingent 

on the results of his FBI and BCI background results.  Mr. Jordan affirmed the appliance documents were there for review.  

Mr. Jordan motioned to purchase kitchen appliances for the Emergency Services Building from Lee and Jack’s TV & 

Appliances LLC, Batavia, Ohio at cost of $7,692.00.  Mr. Henning second.  All yeas.  It was noted that our previous body 

armor vests had to be taken out of circulation.  Mr. Bainum motioned to purchase 7 sets of the Galls Active Shooter Body 

Armor Kit and the United Shield ACH_MICH_LE Ballistic Helmet at a total cost of $8,068.65.  Mr. Jordan second.  All 

yeas.  Based on Chief McCarthy’s recommendation, Mr. Henning motioned to hire Danial Bainum as a part-time Firefighter/ 

Paramedic contingent on the results of his FBI and BCI background results.  Mr. Jordan second.  All yeas with Mr. Bainum 

abstaining. 

 

Mr. Henning presented a resolution to participate with Clermont County on road paving next year.  Mr. Henning motioned to 

adopt Resolution No. 2024-19 a Resolution to enter into a road resurfacing agreement with the Board of County 

Commissioners of Clermont County, Ohio.  Mr. Bainum second.  All yeas. 

 

Public Participation 

Mr. Jeff Morgan had questions and comments about the upkeep of the cemetery.  He stated it was the worst looking cemetery 

in Clermont County.  He indicated some plots were not weed eated all year.  The Trustees obtained clarification that Mr. 

Morgan was referencing the main Williamsburg Cemetery and the older sections of that cemetery.  Mr. Henning said it is 

something we will look at.  Mr. Bainum indicated he believed it had been rectified. 

 

There was a question about some activity behind the gravel pit (Arch Materials).  It is located in Jackson Township, but Mr. 

Henning said Arch was putting in an additional shaft for breathing purposes. 

 

Ms. Wilson said she was checking the website every day but did not see the upcoming Zoning Commission Hearing on the 

calendar.  The Trustees and Fiscal Officer indicated the meeting notice was posted under Legal Notices on the Township 

website, on the Township Hall and Emergency Services Building doors, and in the Clermont Sun newspaper.  They indicated 

they would post on the website calendar as well going forward.  

 

There being no further business, Mr. Bainum motioned to adjourn at approximately 7:23 p.m.  Mr. Henning second.  All 

yeas. 
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___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Fiscal Officer     Chairperson    


